Valencia Peak – South Trail

1. From the last parking lot hike past two railroad ties and turn left. Take the trail up to a ‘T’ and turn right past a drainage pipe. Go about 100 yds past and turn left and up. This last turn is onto a small trail (easy to miss?).

2. Flowers:

a) Wild Morning Glory (delicate white flower, other colors)

b) Blackberry

c) Coastal Bush Lupine 

d) Chemise (tiny white flowers) small green leaves, dense on stems

e) On the PGE Ridge – Bishop Pine (needing fire to seed)

f) Pecho Manzanita (smooth red trunk) – 3 pink downturned cup-flowers, bib-like leaf pattern

g) Morro Manzanita (plentiful here) red-gray splintery trunk, hair, no stems

h) Brittle Bark Manzanita (greener than Morro type) 

1750 Portola Expedition with Father (friar?) Crespi’s diary…

i) Coastal Live Oak (can grow upright)

j) Lace Lichen (not Spanish Moss) algae + fungus symbiosis

k) Huckleberry – weird wine-cup flowers, black berries

l) Bracken Fern

Megalito Shale vs Monterey Shale

m) dudleya (succulent) – delicate pink flower (4 petals), sparse stems

n) milkmaid (wild flower) – in pairs, two downturned, delicate flowers

Davidson Seamount

o) Flowering Gooseberry (fuchsia, hanging, red)

p) Stinging Nettle (mint family)

q) Toyon (aka California Holly) sharp, cerrated leaves Xmas Holly

Hollywood got its name…

r) Black Sage (real but not the cooking sage) – flowers vertical at intervals upward along a single stem

s) Common Yarrow – white flowers in bunches, tall stems

t) Coffee Berry – large bush, red and black big berries, laxative

u) California Sage – flowers are smaller and along the branch, cowboy perfume, artemisia californicus

v) Wild Cucumber

w) Sticky Monkey

3. Others

x) Mugwort – 5-lobed handlike leaves, white underside, rub vs poison oak

y) Coyote Bush – yellow green, upright stem growth, vs cougars

