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Mount Shishaldin is a moderately active
of Alaska. It is the highest mountain pe
glacier-clad large mountain on Earth, the volcano's topographic contour lines are nearly p
circles above 6,500 feet. The lower north and south slopes are somewhat steeper than the
eastern and western slopes. The volcano is the westernmost of three large
east–west line in the eastern half of Unimak Island.

 

 

The Aleuts named the volcano Sisquk

The upper 6,600 ft is almost entirely covered by glacial snow and ice. In all, Shishaldin's glacial shield 
covers about 35 square miles. It is flanked to the northwest by 24 monogenetic parasitic cones, an 
area blanketed by massive lava flows. The Shishaldin cone is less than 10,000
constructed on a glacially eroded remnant of an ancestral
ancestral volcano are exposed on the west and northeast sides at 4,900 to 5,900
Shishaldin edifice contains about 120 square miles 
its small summit crater which is about 500

 

 

Mount Shishaldin - Alaska (from Wikipedia) 

 

 
 

is a moderately active volcano on Unimak Island in the Aleutian Islands
. It is the highest mountain peak of the Aleutian Islands. The most symmetrical cone

clad large mountain on Earth, the volcano's topographic contour lines are nearly p
The lower north and south slopes are somewhat steeper than the

eastern and western slopes. The volcano is the westernmost of three large stratovolcanoes 
west line in the eastern half of Unimak Island. 

 

Sisquk, meaning "mountain which points the way when I am lost."

is almost entirely covered by glacial snow and ice. In all, Shishaldin's glacial shield 
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no are exposed on the west and northeast sides at 4,900 to 5,900
Shishaldin edifice contains about 120 square miles of material. A very steady steam plume rises from 
its small summit crater which is about 500 ft across and slightly breached along the north rim.

 

Aleutian Islands chain 
ak of the Aleutian Islands. The most symmetrical cone-shaped 

clad large mountain on Earth, the volcano's topographic contour lines are nearly perfect 
The lower north and south slopes are somewhat steeper than the lower 

stratovolcanoes along an 

 

, meaning "mountain which points the way when I am lost." 

is almost entirely covered by glacial snow and ice. In all, Shishaldin's glacial shield 
It is flanked to the northwest by 24 monogenetic parasitic cones, an 

years old and is 
and shield. Remnants of the older 

no are exposed on the west and northeast sides at 4,900 to 5,900 ft elevation. The 
of material. A very steady steam plume rises from 

across and slightly breached along the north rim. 



Eruption Activity 

  

 

This volcano has had many recorded eruptions during the 19th and 20th centuries, and a couple 
reports of volcanic activity in the area during the 18th century may have referred to Shishaldin as well. 
Therefore, the volcano's entire recorded history is spotted with reports of activity. AVO has 24 
confirmed eruptions at Shishaldin, making it the volcano with the third most confirmed eruptions 
(after Akutan and Pavlof). However, Shishaldin has the most eruptions (this means confirmed AND 
possible eruptions) in Alaska, but half of the eruptions are unconfirmed, with the most recent one 
being in October 24, 2019. 

 

 

December 2019 photo by Annamaria Luongo 

 

Mount Shishaldin's most recent eruption was on January 7, 2020. Other eruptions were in 1995–96 
and 1999. Since the 1999 eruption, it has maintained seismic activity, typically having very low-
magnitude volcanic earthquakes (most are below magnitude 1) every 1–2 minutes. During this period 
of non-eruptive seismic activity, it has been puffing steam, with puffs also occurring about every 1–2 
minutes. There were reports in 2004 of small quantities of ash being emitted with the steam. 

 


