Superstorms

1. Thunderstorms are associated with (wispy cirrus, cumulonimbus) clouds. 

2. A giant weather system moving faster and lasting longer than common thunderstorms is called a (supercell, superman).

3. At any one time, there are (twenty, two thousand) thunderstorms around the world.

4. Which of the following would not be associated with severe thunderstorms?


(a) lightning (b) hail (c) tidal waves (d) microbursts (e) tornadoes

5. Hail consists of supercooled water droplets freezing to ice pellets. With updrafts and downdrafts, the bouncing pellets grow larger and may reach the size of a (golf ball, baseball).

6. The hail can hit the ground at speeds of (70mph, 76cm/year) and causes over a billion dollars of crop and property damage every year.

7. The Lightning Detection Center is located in (Colorado, Los Angeles). 

8. Even if one is not hit by a direct strike, lightning voltage can travel over ground and up (lightning rods, legs).

9. The lightning is an electric discharge which can get as hot as 30,000 degrees celsius. This is as hot or hotter than a (sun, fire).

10. Tornado Alley covers five states located in the (Midwest, Gulf of Mexico).

11. When updrafts and downdrafts cause an air rotation which tips vertically, a (hurricane, twister) may form.

12. What was the name of the operation which involved chasing after tornadoes?


(a) Project X  (b) Project Vortex  (c) Apollo Project  (d) Project Crazy

13. What device allowed researchers to not only locate tornadoes but to determine their speed and direction?


(a) Radar  (b) Sonar  (c) Mobile Doppler Radar  (d) Fast Vans

14. When air gets cold, wet and heavy, it (rises, falls).

15. Microbursts are strong downburst, wind shears which crash planes by (slowing them down so they lose their ‘lift’, disabling the planes’ microwave navigational systems).

16. Nasa and the FAA developed a microburst detection system so that with (30sec, 30minutes) of warning the pilots could safely fly through them.

Superstorms - Answers

1. Thunderstorms are associated with (wispy cirrus, cumulonimbus) clouds. 

2. A giant weather system moving faster and lasting longer than common thunderstorms is called a (supercell, superman).

3. At any one time, there are (twenty, two thousand) thunderstorms around the world.

4. Which of the following would not be associated with severe thunderstorms?


(a) lightning (b) hail (c) tidal waves (d) microbursts (e) tornadoes

5. Hail consists of supercooled water droplets freezing to ice pellets. With updrafts and downdrafts, the bouncing pellets grow larger and may reach the size of a (golf ball, baseball).

6. The hail can hit the ground at speeds of (70mph, 76cm/year) and causes over a billion dollars of crop and property damage every year.

7. The Lightning Detection Center is located in (Colorado, Los Angeles). 

8. Even if one is not hit by a direct strike, lightning voltage can travel over ground and up (lightning rods, legs).

9. The lightning is an electric discharge which can get as hot as 30,000 degrees celsius. This is as hot or hotter than a (sun, fire).

10. Tornado Alley covers five states located in the (Midwest, Gulf of Mexico).

11. When updrafts and downdrafts cause an air rotation which tips vertically, a (hurricane, twister) may form.

12. What was the name of the operation which involved chasing after tornadoes?


(a) Project X  (b) Project Vortex  (c) Apollo Project  (d) Project Crazy

13. What device allowed researchers to not only locate tornadoes but to determine their speed and direction?


(a) Radar  (b) Sonar  (c) Mobile Doppler Radar  (d) Fast Vans

14. When air gets cold, wet and heavy, it (rises, falls).

15. Microbursts are strong downburst, wind shears which crash planes by (slowing them down so they lose their ‘lift’, disabling the planes’ microwave navigational systems).

16. Nasa and the FAA developed a microburst detection system so that with (30sec, 30minutes) of warning the pilots could safely fly through them.

