Earth Revealed - Groundwater Education

1. (True/False) Groundwater is important but lakes and rivers hold 50 times more water than is found underground.

2. (True/False) Rainfall is a more important source of infiltration than rivers and lakes.

3. (True/False) Sandstone which is both permeable and porous is an aquifer.

4. Groundwater is located:

(a) above the water table  (b) at the water table  (c) in the zone of aeration  (d) in the zone of saturation (e) in the A horizon in topsoil

5. One way caves can be formed involves the groundwater forming carbonic acid and dissolving the calcium carbonate of:


(a) stalactites  (b) stalagmites  (c) limestone  (d) sandstone  (e) clay

6. Which of the following is not associated with the Orange County Water District in southern California?


(a) 4000 ft deep aquifer  (b) great groundwater storage  (c) treatment plants which provide suitable water to resupply the system  (d) recharge basins  (e) burning methane

7. Which result is most unlikely if the extracted water or withdrawal is greater than the infiltration into an aquifer?


(a) salt pollution  (b) land subsidence  (c) drying up of wells  


(d) more Artesian wells will spring up (e) water table will fall

8. Which is not a source of groundwater pollution?


(a) factories  (b) farms  (c) septic tanks  (d) garbage  (e) water extraction

9. What is not a feature of a modern landfill site?

(a) clay aquiclude  (b) water reservoir  (c) plastic liner  (d) permeable sand with drainage

10. Safety measures for maintaining and monitoring water quality include all but which of the following?

(a) monitoring the production wells  (b) weather monitoring  (c) studying the direction of the movement of groundwater  (d) monitoring at depth as well as at the surface

