Stargazers - 100 years at the Lowell Observatory

1. Percival Lowell came  to Flagstaff, Arizona from Massachusetts in:


(a) 1784  (b) 1894  (c) 1916  (d) 1930

2. His original purpose included:


(a) discovering Pluto  (b) finding evidence for the expanding universe  

(c) studying white dwarf stars  (d) demonstrating intelligent life on Mars

3. (True/False) Looking at distant stars is like looking back in time.

4. (True/False) Lowell was never ridiculed for his scientific lectures.

5.  In order to overcome atmospheric ‘twinkling’ and/or to get more detailed information about optically blurry objects, all of the following can be used except:

(a) using 6 flat mirrors and combining their information by studying interference patterns  (b) studying not just the light, but the varying intensity of light  (c) using 

more powerful telescopes  (d) using Mexican music for night observations

6. In 1976 the Viking Lander found all but the following:


(a) red rocks  (b) desert  (c) no life  (d) ancient canals

7. All are associated with the Levy-Schumacher 9 (comet) which recently hit Jupiter.

(a) like a string a pearls  (b) 1st comet to orbit a planet and not the sun  (c) first observation of a cometary impact on a planet  (d) first comet to not come from the 

Main Asteroid Belt between Mars and Jupiter

8. Cataclysmic impacts on planets may explain all but the following:


(a) the origin of the moon  (b) craters on the moon  (c) extinction of the dinosaurs


(d) rogue asteroids

9. What is not associated with Pluto?

(a) orbital irregularities led Lowell to organize a search for Planet X  (b) Pluto was discovered in 1930 after Lowell’s death  (c) Pluto was named after the astronomer 

who spent 7000 hrs searching for it (d) Charon is the moon of Pluto

10. (True/False) Although over 99% of the asteroids in our solar system are found in the Main Asteroid Belt, there are a few which have elliptic crossing orbits with Earth’s orbit.

