Earth Revealed - Wind, Dust and Desert

1. The most obvious quality of a desert is it’s low precipitation, less than…


(a) 1 cm/yr  (b) 1 inch/yr  (c) 10 cm/yr  (d) 10 inch/yr  (e) 1 m/yr

2. The deserts between the Tropic of Cancer and the Tropic of Capricorn cover what 

what fraction of the earth’s surface?


(a) 1/10  (b) 1/4  (c) 1/2  (d) 3/4  (e) 7/8

3. (True/False) The sun heats up the air most at the equater. It rises, cools and condenses (rains) and then moves as dry aire toward the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn.

4. Which of the following is not a cause of deserts?


(a) subtropical descent of (dry) equatorial air currents  (b) moist tropical air currents

(c) rainshadows in mountainous areas (d) great distance from a ocean

5. The Gobi Desert is located in:


(a) Asia  (b) Africa  (c) Andes  (d) Antarctica  (e) Australia

6. What kind of soil is formed from silt transported as dust?


(a) sand  (b) topsoil  (c) loess  (d) polar soil  (e) residual

7. What is a result of wind erosion removing the soil in a hot, dry setting?


(a) desert varnish  (b) desert pavement  (c) desertification  (d) magnesium oxide

8. (True/False) Water is not a major erosional agent in deserts.

9. What was the key factor in the Dust Bowl of the 1930’s?


(a) drought  (b) wind  (c) overgrazing and farming  (d) water depletion

10. Desertification of the semi-arid region, south of the Sahara including Sudan and Ethiopia, was caused by Man. Where is this region located?


(a) India  (b) Asia  (c) Middle East  (d) Turkey  (e) Africa

Earth Revealed - Wind, Dust and Desert - Answers

1. The most obvious quality of a desert is it’s low precipitation, less than…


 (d) 10 inch/yr  

2. The deserts between the Tropic of Cancer and the Tropic of Capricorn cover what 

what fraction of the earth’s surface?


 (b) 1/4 

3. (True) The sun heats up the air most at the equater. It rises, cools and condenses (rains) and then moves as dry aire toward the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn.

4. Which of the following is not a cause of deserts?


 (b) moist tropical air currents

5. The Gobi Desert is located in:


(a) Asia  

6. What kind of soil is formed from silt transported as dust?


 (c) loess 

7. What is a result of wind erosion removing the soil in a hot, dry setting?


 (b) desert pavement  

8. (False) Water is not a major erosional agent in deserts.

9. What was the key factor in the Dust Bowl of the 1930’s?


 (c) overgrazing and farming  

10. Desertification of the semi-arid region, south of the Sahara including Sudan and Ethiopia, was caused by Man. Where is this region located?


 (e) Africa

