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A meeting with royalty

A Little Birdie Said

A meeting with royalty
Fergie - that's the Duchess of York to us commoners - has lots of fans, along with her many detractors, and Lori Parker of Canyon has joined the legion of Sarah Ferguson lovers. 

Seems that Lori, who's lived in Canyon most of her life and is a general manager for Weight Watchers West Texas and Oklahoma, went to a "super meeting'' back in March in Houston. The duchess, who is the organization's most recognized spokeswoman, attended and wowed the group of about 1,000 at the session. 

"It was just wonderful, just the neatest thing,'' Lori said. "I expected her to be royal, and she was just so real and so down to earth and had the most darling sense of humor.'' 

During the question-and-answer session with the audience, one of our Texas boys just had to ask Fergie if she'd marry him. She asked him what he did for a living, then allowed as how she'd have to ask her ex-husband, Prince Andrew of the British royal family, and her daughters if it was OK. Just before she left the podium, she called him up on stage and presented the guy with one of the yellow roses she'd been handed by the group, and she gave him a kiss on the cheek. (Bet he's still waiting for her to call and say Andrew OK'd the proposal.) 

At a special luncheon after the session, in which only 30 people were invited, she visited at each of the tables, Lori said. 

"You know, she walks into our meetings to either 'Pretty Woman' or 'Hot Stuff,' so she has a great self-image. She's someone who has pulled herself up, bounced back, and she's a spokesman, not just for Weight Watchers, but for all women,'' Lori said. The Canyon woman was especially impressed with Fergie's work with children in the United States and foreign countries (the proceeds of the sales of her "Fergie Dolls'' all go to help children). 

For all you fashionistas out there, the duchess was wearing a "sort of a dullish-brown coat dress'' with boots, had on hardly any makeup and still looked gorgeous, according to Lori. 

Lori's 28-year-old son, by the way, was most impressed with mom's meeting. He's an ensign with the Navy in Florida, but heard all about the trip after she got back. 

